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Minister’s Letter

Do you like this time of year? The nights drawing in; grey, gloomy days interspersed
with cold and brilliantly bright ones; nature drawn in on itself, resting, recuperating,
gathering strength for a new burst into life when the season is right.

This season of Advent can be a drawing-in for all of us, a time of waiting and
preparation, a time of expectation. Then, the excitement and joy of Christmas and
Hogmanay, and then the settling down into a quieter period at the beginning of the
year. For some of us, it might be about planning and looking forward to the year
ahead, for others about hibernating, like nature, a time for stillness and rest.

While winter — especially here in Scotland — is an often dark, grey, cold and wet
season, for me it is also a season of light. It is a season when we enjoy a warm fire,
when we light candles, when we put up twinkly fairy lights and light up the
Christmas tree. It is a time when we gather around a fireside, when we get cosy and
look out for one another.

Caring for one another, reaching out, spending time together, experiencing
kindness —that’s like lighting a candle, too: it’s offering warmth and brightness. So
often in our interactions with one another we can forget what an impact we can
have, and that our words, our attitudes and actions can brighten someone’s day, or
darken it.

When the world feels dark enough already, it is the more vital that we do what we
can to spread brightness, warmth and light, to help one another when we feel the
darkness threatening to close in on us.

At this time of year, we wait for Christmas, we wait to celebrate that age-old
wisdom that the light of God’s love can overcome even the deepest darkness. And
in that, we each have our part to play, to help it spread, to help it light up the world
—at least as far as we can reach.

| hope that the light of God’s love will shine for you in this season of Advent and
Christmas and beyond.

Have a good winter,
Aniko



Our Church Family

Baptism 2 November 2025 Hector Alexander Wallace Campbell
son of Fergus and Alexandra Campbell of
Edinburgh, in Humbie Kirk

Deaths 3 September 2025 Robert Burns, Haddington

5 September 2025 John Burleigh, Gifford

3 November 2025 Shane Duff, Suffolk (formerly Gifford)

3 November 2025 Moreen Foster, Haddington (formerly
Bolton Muir)

Our thoughts and prayers are with all who mourn the loss of their loved ones.

Contacts

We have about 25 active elders, and many others who are involved in organising
various aspects of our church life. Here are the main contacts —and we’re very
happy to put you in touch with others if you have specific questions.

Aniké Schiitz 01620 811193

Bradwell

Minister AnikoSB@churchofscotland.org.uk

07936 042191

The minister’s time off is usually Saturdays and Mondays.
01875 341311 jmacfarlane9@btinternet.com

Session Clerks  John Macfarlane

Alex Campbell 07876 347135 amg.campbell@gmail.com
Depute
session Clerk o les 07827226135  paulsales457@btinternet.com
& Gift Aid
Treasurer

01620

Treasurer Wendy wendyferguson.wf@gmail.com

Ferguson 11069
Safeguarding lan Jameson 07803 893970 dianjameson@aol.com

Newsletter

Website and
social media

David Bradwell

Cressida
Douglas-Miller

01620811193

07789931737

djbradwell@gmail.com

cressida@thehopesestate.com



Christmas Eve collection

Every year at the Christmas Eve Nativity
service, we have a collection for a local
charity. In the past years, that has
included Remap and Macmillan Cancer
Support. This year, our nominated charity
is CIRCLE — www.circle.scot

CIRCLE is an Edinburgh-based registered
charity (Scottish Charity number
SC037181) working with families who are
facing multiple disadvantages, and
supporting children and their parents in achieving a positive family life. They state:
‘We believe that every child, no matter their background or circumstances should
have the support they need to live a happy and healthy life.’

If you would like to support their work, you can do so by cash or digital donation at
the Christmas Eve service, or by using this QR code. All help is much appreciated.

Foodbank uplift

Thank you so much for your continued very generous support for the local
foodbanks. For this past year, we have made donations twice a year each to East
Lothian Foodbank and the Lammermuir Larder. All donations benefit families in our
area, who need some extra support at this time, with the East Lothian Foodbank
working across the county, and Lammermuir Larder in Haddington and our parish
area. We are very grateful to Arthur who coordinates our collections and delivers all
our donations to the foodbanks. Our next collections will be on 30" November (East
Lothian Foodbank) and 29" March (Lammermuir Larder).
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http://www.circle.scot/

Lammermuir Church

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2025

Saturday,29 Nov Humbie Church Advent Morning for Reflection
9.30-12.30 + Stables (please book ahead)
sund:g;z? Nov Yester Church First Advent Sunday Service
Saturday, 6 Dec Session Rooms .
10-12 East Saltoun Advent Coffee Morning
sum::’;’,: oo Humbie Church Second Advent Sunday Service

Sunday, 14 Dec Yester Church Third Advent Sunday Service
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Time with dogs !

Meet Roma, Luna and Callie! These three lovely pups
have been coming along when we’ve met for coffees,
teas and chats, and to spend some time with four-
legged friends. This has been particularly
appreciated by people who have had pets in the
past but are not able to at the moment. The pups
are very friendly (and only slightly partial to a
treat or two). If you’d like to meet them, please
come along on the first Wednesday of the

month (3™ Dec, 7" Jan, 4" Feb, 4" Mar), at 2pm
in the Gifford Bowling Club.

Flower rota

We acknowledge with grateful thanks everyone who contributes to the beautiful
flowers in Church. A new flower rota will be coming out soon. As most of our
services now take place in Yester Church, everyone from all parts of the parish are
welcome to contribute to flowers at Yester. If anyone would like to put their name
down, please see Jean or Sylvia, or simply write your
name down on the list. Thank you!

Harvest Service

In October we held our
Harvest Thanksgiving
service in Yester Church.
Here are some of the
photos of the decorations
inside the Church.




Advent and Christmas

We've got lots planned this Advent and Christmas again, and we hope you’ll join in!
Our Advent services take place every Sunday at 10am, with the lighting of the Advent
candles, and guiding us through this beautiful season.

Our Sunday morning nativity takes place on 14 December at 10am in Yester Church —
please let us know asap if your (grand)children would like to take part.

We'll have Lessons and Carols on 21t December at 10am in Saltoun Church.

We are also offering an Advent Service of Remembering on the afternoon of Sunday,
14 December, at 4pm in Yester Church, for all who have lost a loved one and are
missing them especially at this time of year, and all who find this season difficult.

There’s an Advent Coffee Morning in the Session Rooms on Saturday 6™ December, and
an opportunity to sing carols with our church choir on Wednesday, 17" December at
3pm in Yester Church. In collaboration with the Gifford Community Council, we'll have
Carols around the Christmas Tree on Tuesday 23" December, 6.30pm outside Yester
Church.

Our Christmas services start with the big Christmas Eve Nativity service in Humbie
Church, which is always such a joyful beginning to the festivities. All children are invited
to come dressed as angels or shepherds (or sheep!) and to join in, and we’ll have a pop-
up choir rehearsing the carols before the service. Please get in touch if you'd like to
take part. As always, the service will be followed by lovely refreshments. It’s a very busy
service, and parking attendants will help you find a space, but please leave enough time
and car-share where possible. Cars cannot be left on the access road to the church, to
allow for emergency access.

Later that evening, a Watchnight service takes place at 11.30pm in Saltoun Church,
which will be led by the Rev Norman Smith, Chief Officer of the Church of Scotland.

On Christmas Day, we’ll have a big Family Christmas Service at 10.30am in Yester
Church.

We'll round off the celebrations with an end-of-year service on Sunday, 28" December
at 10am in Yester Church, and an Epiphany service with a baptism on Sunday, 4t
January at 10am in Humbie Church.
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Lammermuir Crossword No. 7

Across

5. Smallest bird in the UK (9)

8. Amallis usually calleda ___ centre
in the UK (8)

9. This popular group sang "Happy
New Year" (4)

10. Star sign for birthdays between
September and October (5)

11. Something that was removed or
erased (7)

13. Collections of maps in book form
(7)

15. John Rutter composed "All ___in
Paradise" (5)

18. He composed "Air on the G String"
(surname) (4)

19. A six-sided figure (7)

20. Places where beer is made (9)

Down

1. Someone who makes wooden
barrels (6)

2. Confess to be true (5)

3. Boasted (7)

4. Steve McQueen starred in the film
"The Great ___ " (6)

6. Bing Crosby had a white one; Elvis
had a blue one (9)

7. Coming down rocks or buildings
using a rope and harness (9)

12. Sons of one's brother or sister (7)
14. Loathe; detest (6)

16. These large birds could be "bald"
or "white-tailed" (6)

17. Additional (5)



Lammermuir Church

Humbie Kirk
Stables

" Teas and Coffees

Last Sunday
of the month

2pm - 4pm

All welcome!

Image by Yen Nguven from Pixabay

Some words of THANKS!

We'd like to thank everyone who donated a shoe box for the Blythswood
appeal this year. We delivered 22 boxes which have been handed over and
will be delivered in time for Christmas. Last year Blythswood sent over 85,000
shoeboxes with practical items such as toiletries, stationery and clothing to
schools, hospitals and care homes in other countries — many going to people
affected by the war in Ukraine.

Secondly a big thank you to Willie Logan and to Sandy and Margo Hodge, for
their generous donation of potatoes, they are enjoyed by all and all proceeds
go to church funds. Margo and Sandy’s potatoes will be available at the
Wintermarket at Humbie Village Hall on 29" November, and Willie’s — thanks
to Liz and Jim McDougal — after the service on 30" November at Yester
Church, at £6 a bag.



Remembrance

In November our Remembrance service, and
in Acts of Remembrance around the parish,
we remembered the 94 servicemen who lost
their lives in the World Wars - 14 from Bolton,
12 from Garvald, 27 from Gifford, 16 from
Humbie, 8 from Morham, and 17 from East
and West Saltoun.

We were honoured to have a field cross with
us, the first grave marker of Lt Sydney
Macdonald from Morham, who died in
September 1918 in France, and to be joined
by the pipers of the ‘Pryde of East Lothian
Pipes and Drums’, who played various tunes
for us, including the lament ‘The Men of
Morham’.

We also heard about the Shetland Bus, a vital
line of support for occupied Norway during
the Second World War. Here is a picture of
the Memorial in Scalloway, Shetland, built
from stones brought from all the Norwegian
home towns and villages of those who lost
their lives in this operation.

And we have a photo of the memorial crafted
by the Humbie Hookers.

In the service, we thought about how
important it is to hold on to and work for the
hope that a better world, a more peaceful
world, a more loving world, is possible.



Facing loss
at Christmas?

Families often tell us they feel isolated after a loss. It can be an unintended
consequence of not wanting to hurt someone we know is already suffering.

Here's our advice:

How to talk to someone facing loss What we shouldn't do

Their grief iz already real. So, here's what L. Ignore them because they need to be

we ehould do. loved for an unlimited time

L Speak to them about their lozs as we 2. Ruch them as grief knows no timescales
can't make them feel any woree and and can emerge most unexpectedly
talking iz healthy 3. Compare their grief to our own

2. Uze their loved onez name — they cxpcnrm:c or someone clac’s -
meant mm.crhing o its unhealthy to we're all different
ignore that . i

3. Show practical support but be open to Az they adjust to a new normal, being there
when the fime s right to stop for them over the |Dng term i the kindest

4. Be flexible ezpecially with last minute thingw? can do [.ur t_|:|.ua|: we care for — and
changes to plans or need for space we won't be making it worse.

Free prief resources are available from our branches in Haddinpton
and North Berwick, as are our friendly professionals.

William Purves in:
Haddington North Berwick
01620 823 903 01620 674 100

willimmpurves.couk



Don't leave your friend feeling WILLIAM:

isolated after a loss. Let us advise b U RV E S§

you on how best to help. FUNERAL DIRECTORS




Lammermuir Church Property Group Update

Yester Kirk

We are pleased to confirm that the central heating boiler upgrade in Yester
Kirk has recently been completed, and we are looking forward to warmer
temperatures at future services and events.

There will be further work required to replace the old pipework and install
new radiators as part of the proposed changes to the layout of the interior,
which were detailed in the September newsletter, and are due to take place in
2026.

There have been useful comments and suggestions received following
the details mentioned in the September newsletter, and these help to inform
the discussions on the future changes.

We are in the process of appointing a Project Manager to assist with the
design and implementation of the changes, and the proposals will be shared
with the church membership in due course. The proposals will then be
submitted to the Church of Scotland General Trustees (as owners of our
buildings) for approval.

Saltoun Kirk

After extensive efforts to find a buyer for Saltoun Kirk, an offer from

a prospective purchaser has been accepted in principle and the Law
Department are now finalizing formal acceptance and will thereafter complete
legal formalities. It is hoped to arrange a suitable closing service

in Saltoun Kirk in due course.

Bolton Kirk

An offer to purchase Bolton Kirk was received earlier this year, but the
prospective purchasers have been unable to satisfy themselves that necessary
upgrades to the building would be achievable, and they have reluctantly had
to withdraw from the negotiations.

Bolton Kirk is once again being advertised for sale.



Updates will continue to be provided in future newsletters.

Service schedule December 2025 to March 2026

Sunday Services take place at 10am, led by the Rev Anikd Schitz Bradwell
(unless noted on the schedule). Streaming or recording available, check on the
website for details www.lammermuirchurch.org

* Services will continue at Saltoun Church until a sale has been agreed. We should
have a sufficient notice period before that. However, should the building close before
the publication of the next newsletter, the alternative venue for services scheduled
there will be Yester Church.

DECEMBER

7 Humbie | 2" Sunday of Advent. Coffee and tea after service.
Yester 3" Sunday of Advent. Nativity Service.

t Yester 4.00pm. Service of Remembering

4™ Sunday of Advent. Service of Lessons and Carols.

21 Saltoun*
Coffee and tea after service.

Humbie  4.00pm. Nativity Service.
2 Saltoun®* 11.30pm. Watchnight Service
25 Yester 10.30am. Christmas Day Service
28 Yester
JANUARY
4 [Humbie  Epiphany Service. Baptism. Coffee and tea after service.
11 Yester Sunday Club
18 [Saltoun®* Communion Service
25 Yester Coffee and tea after service.
FEBRUARY
1 'Humbie | Coffee and tea after service.
8 Yester Sunday Club

15 [Saltoun®* Coffee and tea after service.
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22 Yester

MARCH

1 'Humbie | Coffee and tea after service.
8 Yester Sunday Club

15 Saltoun®* Coffee and tea after service.
22 Yester Communion Service

29 Yester Palm Sunday. Lammermuir Larder collection.

Lammermuir Parish Church
Church of Scotland
Scottish Charity Number: SC015414

www.lammermuirchurch.org

Facebook facebook.com/LammermuirChurch
YouTube —search for ‘Lammermuir Church’
Instagram instagram.com/lammermuirchurch

Next newsletter deadline: 13 February 2026
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