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Minister’s Letter  

The trees are bare now, and the ground frosty most mornings. Nature is withdrawing 
into itself, hibernating, recharging, preparing to burst into life again come spring – 
before that, there’s a long way to go, though. I’ve always thought that hibernation is a 
great concept – and rather than seeing January and February as grey, cold and rather 
miserable months once the glow surrounding Christmas has worn off, I’m choosing to 
reframe them in my thinking as a time for reflection, for drawing inwards and for 
recharging, too. Before we get there, there’s a lot of activity yet to come. 

As you’ll see, we have a very busy Advent and Christmas programme planned, and 
hope you can participate in many of the services and events. As well as our services, 
we are offering a few opportunities for crafting and singing carols, too, and have 
something on offer for all generations. Not to forget reflection at this time, too, we 
are again meeting in an Advent Study group and for the first time offering an Advent 
retreat morning. Please let us know if you’d like to come along! We’ll have quite a few 
occasions to meet for a chat over coffee and tea, too, with three coffee mornings 
planned for December.  

We are also very much looking forward to our union with Morham & Garvald Church – 
you can read more about that further on in the newsletter, too.  

Advent may be a very active and exciting time, and it gives us a chance to prepare 
ourselves for Christmas – and not only in the decorating the house and buying 
presents sense. In Advent, we wait for Christmas, we wait for the arrival of baby Jesus. 
We remember and celebrate the birth of baby Jesus, and re-enact it in our Nativity 
play services. We celebrate God’s presence in the world, God’s love for humanity, for 
each one of us. God loves the world so much that Jesus came into the world, to live 
with us, to experience life like us. God promises love to the world, for ever. 

There is a lot going on in the world at the moment that we may worry about, from 
wars and conflicts, to the climate crisis, to world leaders we may be fearing. And there 
are own personal worries, too. 

All of these are part of the world we live in, and we can only do what we can, use the 
influence we have, to bring a little more love and hope into it, and entrust the rest to 
God, to trust in this Christmas promise of God’s love for us and for the world. 

In finding the courage to do what we can, and putting our trust in God, may we all find 
hope, peace, joy and love in this season. 

I wish you a happy and peaceful Advent time, lovely Christmas days, and a hopeful 
start into the New Year! 

Anikó 



Our Church Family 
 

Weddings              14 September 2024, Joanne Simpson and McLean Sinclair-Parry, of 
Colstoun House, at Bolton Church, conducted by Rev Alexander I 
Currie  

 
12 October 2024, Sarah Riddell Thomson and Charles Callander, of 
Tynehead, at Humbie Church, conducted by the Rev Neil Gardner. 

 
Deaths  30 September 2024, Bill Fairgrieve, of East Saltoun 
 

15 November 2024, Jim Paterson, of East Saltoun 
Contacts 
We have about 25 active elders, and many others who are involved in organising 
various aspects of our church life. Here are the main contacts – and we’re very happy 
to put you in touch with others if you have specific questions. 

Minister Anikó Schütz 
Bradwell 

01620 811193 

07936 042191 
AnikoSB@churchofscotland.org.uk 

The minister’s time off is usually Saturdays and Mondays.  

Session Clerks John Macfarlane 
Alex Campbell 

01875 341311 

07876 347135 

jmacfarlane9@btinternet.com 

amg.campbell@gmail.com 

Depute 
Session Clerk 
& Gift Aid 
Treasurer 

Paul Sales 01620 811260  paulsales457@btinternet.com 

Treasurer Wendy 
Ferguson 

01620 

11069          
wendyferguson.wf@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Ian Jameson 07803 93970  dianjameson@aol.com 

Newsletter David Bradwell 01620 811193  djbradwell@gmail.com 

Website and 
social media     

Cressida 
Douglas-Miller 

07789 931737 cressida@thehopesestate.com 

Across 
5. great aunt   8. Melchior   9. anon   10. camel   11. festive   13. Fridays    
15. above   18. Magi   19. immortal   20. Bethlehem 
Down 
1. oracle   2. basil   3. Gabriel   4. infant   6. repair man   7. convivial   12. by night   
14. de-icer   16. burden   17. embed 



Welcome to everyone in Morham and Garvald! 

We are very much looking forward to our upcoming union, when Lammermuir Church 
will take on a new shape, with Morham and Garvald joining the parish area. It has 
been great to see you joining us at services and other events already, and by now, 
Fiona is an established member of our church choir.  

The official union will take place on 1st January 2025, and we’ll celebrate it in a Union 
Service on 26th January 2025 in Yester Church. 

As a church community, we are hosting the coffee morning in the Garvald Stables on 
Friday, 20th December at 11am, and hope that many can join us, so that we can meet 
each other.  

At our services and events, everyone is very welcome – whether you’re officially a 
member of the church or not. Our congregation is coming together from the different 
villages, and with many different denominational backgrounds. Our services move 
around the parish – currently, we hold Sunday services in Humbie Church on the first 
Sunday of the month, in Yester Church on the second, fourth and fifth Sundays, and in 
either Bolton or Saltoun Church on the third Sunday of the month – please see the 
service list for actual dates. 

Children are always invited to our services and events, too, and are welcome at Holy 
Communion. We usually offer Sunday Club on the second Sunday of the month at 
Yester Church, during the main service. Just now, as you’ll have seen elsewhere in this 
newsletter, we are excited about Messy Church on 1st December, 4-6pm in Humbie 
Village Hall, and our Nativity services – on 22nd December, 10am in Yester Church 
(please let me know if your children would like to participate, as actor, narrator or by 
helping with props) and on Christmas Eve at 4pm in Humbie Church. 

You can find out about our events and news on our website, lammermuirchurch.org, 
and on our instagram and facebook pages. We also send out a weekly email with 
service venues and news, and if you’d like to receive that, please give me your email 
address. 

We look forward to getting to know each other, and to this new phase in our 
congregation’s life. Although the location of services has changed for you, Morham 
and Garvald will be a much-treasured part of the parish and our congregational life. 
Please come and join in with events, help us in offering programmes and events in 
your part of the parish, and let us know what you would like to do and see as part of 
our church. Please introduce yourself (and be patient with me as I learn your names), 
and tell me if you’d like to have a visit or meet for a coffee. 

I look forward to meeting and getting to know you,    Anikó  



Buildings update 
 
Our services continue, for the time being, at all four of our church buildings, 
and you can find the details for each Sunday in our service list. 

Yester Church also hosts many groups and events during the week, and we 
hope to also host more events at Humbie Church, once the Stables have been 
refurbished. The Lammermuir Concerts in the autumn were a fabulous 
example. 

The Saltoun community group continues to explore the feasibility of a 
community buyout with the General Trustees of the Church of Scotland. 

The Bolton community group have concluded that they will not be able to take 
on the church building, so the General Trustees will now initiate the sales 
process for Bolton Church. However, until a sale has been completed, the 
building remains open and in use, and is available for family services such as 
weddings, baptisms and funerals as well as our regular Sunday services. 

KiltWalk result 
On 15th September, Christine and Janet once more completed the Edinburgh 
KiltWalk to raise funds for Christian Aid. We're 
very happy they decided to participate again this 
year, to raise funds for the important work of 
Christian Aid. The congregation and many of their 

friends and family 
supported their 
cause very 
generously - 
raising an 
astonishing 
amount of 
£1165, for 
which we 
are very 
grateful.



 



 
 



Stay connected 

If you have difficulty in accessing services - be that in getting to another village, or 
having problems hearing what is said, or reading even the large print hymns, please 
speak to Anikó. We can help arrange lifts, and provide service scripts and larger print 
hymn sheets. 

We also send out a weekly email with service times and other news (essentially the 
announcements made at Sunday services). If you would like to receive this email, 
please give your email address to Anikó. 

 

Elders’ 
anniversaries 

In September we celebrated the 
anniversaries of ordination of 
four of our elders, and thanked 
them for their wonderful 
contributions and service as 
part of our church: Bill Swan, 
retired property convener, for 
50 years of eldership; Percy 
Craigie for 43 years; Jim 
McDougal for 40 years; and Paul 
Sales for 33 years of eldership. John Macfarlane, Co-Session Clerk, presented them 
with certificates for long eldership, signed by the Rt Rev Dr Shaw Paterson, Moderator 
of the General Assembly. 
 
Bill has looked after our buildings in Bolton and Saltoun and also after the manse for a 
very long time, and his expertise and creativity have been so helpful. Percy is always 
happy to help, be it with welcoming the school community into the church for an 
assembly, or with collecting shells at the beach for our all age services, and of course, 
in a lot of other ways, too, and we are grateful for his warm and happy presence. I’m 
pretty sure that Jim is the best pastor we have in our church; he looks out for others 
with care and concern, and we also appreciate his cheeky side. Paul often keeps 
himself quietly in the background, but does so much to help our church life run 
smoothly – from organising the door and communion rota to putting up posters in all 
our buildings to every week delivering service scripts to housebound church members 
– thank you for all you do.  

 



Saltoun Local Place Plan (“Saltoun’s Future”) 

Many readers who travel through Saltoun will recently have noticed banners and 
posters by the roadside, encouraging local residents to participate in a review of 
“Saltoun’s Future”.  You may be wondering what this is all about. 

There is great concern in the local area about the loss of so many facilities in recent 
years from our second-largest village community.  The recent closure of Saltoun 
Primary School, potential sale of the church building, and continuing uncertainty about 
finding the means to demolish and replace a seriously compromised Fletcher Hall, are 
extremely demoralising for a community which lost its post office, local shop and 
garage/service station some time ago. So much of what was once a thriving rural 
community has gone or is under serious threat. 

Following discussions involving representatives of local interest groups (including 
Lammermuir Church), the Community Council for Humbie, Bolton & Saltoun is 
coordinating the creation of a Local Place Plan for the Saltoun parish area.  When 
finalised, this will be submitted to East Lothian Council so that it can be incorporated 
into future thinking about  local development.  

Residents have been encouraged to register their interest so that they can participate 
and contribute their views through a series of short surveys (held weekly throughout 
November). Views have been sought on a number of topics, including community 
facilities, connectivity, the local environment and future housing. The community 
facilities survey included questions about future uses of the village hall and its grounds, 
other green spaces and playparks, the school building, and the Church’s properties 
(church building and Session Rooms/Tithe Byre). Once responses have been collated 
and analysed, further community discussions will take place early in 2025, to enable us 
to finalise a Local Place Plan that sets out a clear statement of the community’s own 
vision of its future. 

Alastair Wyllie 
Saltoun Community Association and Local Place Plan team 

Tatties! 

Willie Logan is kindly donating bags of potatoes for sale, Maris Piper, excellent for 
Christmas roast potatoes, 12.5 kg bags. 
 
They will be on sale on Sunday 8th December, at Yester Church after the service, £6 
(cash only please) 
All proceeds to church funds.     Jim McDougal 



Church Flowers.  
We would like to thank everyone who has contributed flowers to the church over the 
last year. They are appreciated by the congregation and by those who receive them 
afterwards. The new rota will be available soon if you would like to contribute. Please 
let us know if you know of anyone at any time who you think would benefit from 
them.       Jean Peat and Sylvia Anderson. 
 

Shoebox Appeal 
This year we delivered 17 boxes to the Blythswood van in 
Gullane. They were delighted to receive them and thank our 
congregation for their generosity. 
Since this charity started in 1993, 2.6 million boxes have 
been dispatched to Eastern  Europe. Despite the difficulties 
they face every day, receiving a shoebox brings such joy to 
children and adults. Let’s try to increase the number we 
send next year.    Jim McDougal 
 

From Gifford to Rwanda 
 
Thanks to a link between Haddington Rugby Club and Rwanda, the rugby jerseys from 
the Gifford Goblins mini rugby players which were no longer needed have been given 
to youngsters living in Rwanda. Here’s a picture showing the new owners of the 
Gifford Goblin jerseys! With thanks to Adam White and Wendy Ferguson for passing 
on this news and the connection with our community.  



Toasty Tuesday Winter Programme 2024-2025 
 

If you are interested in joining please contact Margo 01875 833637/07931 
359242   
 
Tuesday; 3rd  December; Lunch in Hall 12.30 ‘’Bring a Friend’’ 
Speaker; Aniko ‘’I love Christmas’’  
Decorating Christmas Biscuits (Eliz. Baillie/Margo Hodge) 
 
Tuesday 10th December; Lunch in Hall 12.30 
Speaker; Fiona Sneddon, the MacMillan Organisation. 
 
Tuesday 17th December; Christmas Lunch at Fala, Village hall, 12.30 
Christmas entertainment;   Henry Borthwick. 
Tinsel to be worn! Lifts available from Humbie Hall 
 
Tuesday 24th December- Christmas Eve 10.00am- 11am in Hall 
Christmas Brunch with Secret Santa 
 
Tuesday 31st December; Lunch 12.30 in Hall 
‘’Bring a Friend’’ 
David McAlpine ‘’A Piano Farewell 2024’’ 
 
Tuesday 7th January 2025; Lunch in Hall 12.30 
Rab; Wellbeing 
 

Advent and Christmas events 

We have lots planned for the lovely Advent and Christmas time, and hope you 
can join us for our services and events. 
 
Our services are held on Sunday mornings at 10am - the first Advent Sunday 
service in Humbie Church, followed by coffees and teas; the second Advent 
Sunday service in Yester Church, with Sunday Club for the children. On the 
third Avent Sunday, we'll have a Service of Lessons and Carols at our service in 
Bolton Church, which will also be followed by coffees and teas, on the fourth 
Advent Sunday, we'll have a Nativity service at Yester Church. If your 
child(ren) would like to participate as an actor, or would like to be a narrator 



or help with props (that's for the slightly older ones), please let Aniko know by 
30th November. A rehearsal will take place on Friday, 20th December in the 
afternoon.  
 
An Advent service of Remembering, for all who have lost loved ones and miss 
them especially at this time of year, will be held on Sunday, 15th Dec at 4pm 
in Humbie Church. 
 
We'll have an Advent Study Group again, meeting on Thursdays from 28th 
Nov, 1-2pm in East Saltoun. We'll follow 'Glimpses of Glory', a programme 
written by the Rev Robin Hill of Longniddry and Gladsmuir Church. Please let 
us know if you'd like to participate. 

 
We are also offering an Advent Retreat Morning, on Wednesday, 4th Dec, 
9.30-12.30, in East Saltoun. Places for this are limited, and we suggest a 
donation of £5 to cover material and catering costs. To book, please contact 
Aniko. 
 
There will be a few opportunities to come together for a chat over coffee and 
tea, at our drop-in Coffee Morning in Yester Church on Wednesday, 11th Dec, 
10.30am-12noon; at our Advent Coffee Morning on Saturday, 14th Dec, 10-
12noon in the Session Rooms in East Saltoun, and at a pop-up Coffee Morning 
in the Stables in Garvald on Friday, 20th Dec, 11am, which will give us a 
chance to meet the community in this newly expanded part of our parish. We 
hope you can join us - and if you'd be able to provide some baking, especially 
for the Garvald coffees, we'd be very grateful. 
 
Messy Church takes place on Sunday, 1st Dec, 4-6pm in Humbie Village Hall, 
where we'll think about 'All things bright and beautiful'. We have a wonderful 
new team who are looking forward to welcoming you. It is mainly for children 
of preschool and primary school age and their parents, grandparents or 
carers. There will be crafts, a toddler area, games, a story and time for a 
children's prayer, and a shared supper for the children.  
 
Grown-ups can get crafty, too: Margo and Elizabeth will offer a chance to 
decorate Christmas biscuits both at Toasty Tuesdays in Humbie on 3rd Dec, 
and at the Yester Coffees on 11th Dec. 
 



Sophy and Claire will guide us in crafting a floral Advent table piece, on 
Tuesday, 10th Dec, 10am in Humbie. For this event, places are limited, so 
please contact Aniko to book, and we suggest a donation of £5 to cover 
material costs. 
 
The Gifford Community Choir has their Christmas Concert on Thursday, 12th 
Dec at 7pm in Yester Church. Tickets are available from the choir. 
 
For all who like to sing carols themselves, we'll have an opportunity to do so 
with our church choir on Wednesday, 18th Dec at 3pm in Yester Church. And 
the annual Carols around the Christmas Tree, this year again with the Dalkeith 
& Monktonhall Brass Band, will be on 
23rd Dec at 6.30pm outside Yester 
Church. 
 
And then for Christmas itself: we'll have 
the fabulous Humbie Christmas Eve 
Nativity service on 24th Dec, 4pm in 
Humbie Church, followed by 
refreshments - for many of us the 
beginning of Christmas. Everyone is very 
welcome to the service, and children are 
invited to come dressed up as angels or 
shepherds (or sheep!) and join in, while 
adults may wish to join the Nativity choir, which rehearses the carols on the 
day from 2.30pm in the church. This service gets very busy, so please arrive 
early, and follow the guidance of our parking attendants. That evening, there's 
a Watchnight Service at 11.30pm in Saltoun Church, led by the Presbytery 
Clerk, Rev Norman Smith. And on Christmas Day, we'll have a family service at 
10.30am in Humbie Church. 
 
We continue slightly more quietly after Christmas, with an End-of-Year service 
on Sunday, 29th Dec at 10am in Yester Church, and our Epiphany service on 
Sunday, 5th January, at Humbie Church, followed by coffees and teas. 
 
We hope to see you, and wish you a happy and peaceful Advent and 
Christmas time! 

  



Lammermuir Crossword No. 3 
   1  2  3  4    

  5           

 6          7  

8         9    

             

10      11       

     12        

13   14     15 16    

       17      

18     19        

             

  20           

             

Across 
5. Grandfather’s sister (5,4) 
8. One of the three Wise Men (8) 
9. Soon, presently (4) 
10. Mode of transport used by the 
Wise Men (5) 
11. Relating to a celebration, 
especially Christmas (7) 
13. The days between Thursdays and 
Saturdays (7) 
15. “__ thy deep and dreamless sleep” 
(5) 
18. They came in search of Jesus (4) 
19. “__, invisible, God only wise” (8) 
20. The biblical birthplace of Jesus (9) 
 
 
 
 

Down 
1. Any good source of information (6) 
2. Mr Fawlty’s herb? (5) 
3. Heavenly messenger sent to 
announce the birth of Jesus (7) 
4. Baby Jesus could be described as 
one (6) 
6. Jay Blades is one’ Will Kirk is 
another (6,3) 
7. Found of feasting, drinking and 
merry company (9) 
12. “While humble shepherds 
watched their flocks on Bethlehem’s 
plains __ __” (2,5) 
14. You might need to use this on your 
car windscreen in winter (2-4) 
16. An animal carrying a load is a beast 
of __ (6) 
17. Fix firmly and deeply (5)



 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Services take place at 10am, led by the Rev Anikό Schütz Bradwell 
(unless noted on the schedule, over). Streaming or recording available, check 
on the website for details www.lammermuirchurch.org 
 

* Services will continue at Bolton and Saltoun Churches until the General Trustees 
have agreed a sale or community buyout for them. We should have a sufficient notice 
period before that. However, should one or both of the buildings close before the 
publication of the next newsletter, the alternative venue for services scheduled there 
will be Yester Church. 
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Service schedule December 2024 to March 2025 
 

DECEMBER 

1 Humbie Coffee and tea after service 

8 Yester Sunday Club 

15 
Bolton* Lessons and Carols. Coffee and tea after service 

Humbie 4pm Service of Remembering loved ones at Christmas 

22 Yester Nativity 

24 
Humbie 4pm Nativity 

Saltoun 11.30pm Watchnight. Led by the Worship Team. 

25 Humbie 10.30am Christmas Day 

29 Yester  

JANUARY 

5 Humbie Coffee and tea after service 

12 Yester Sunday Club.  

19 Saltoun* Holy Communion  

26 Yester 
Union Service led by Aniko with the Rev Norman 
Smith. Coffee and tea after the service 

FEBRUARY 

2 Humbie  Coffee and tea after service  

9 Yester Sunday Club. Service leader tbc. 

16 Bolton* Service leader tbc. Coffee and tea after service 

23 Yester  

MARCH 

2 Humbie Coffee and tea after service 

9 Yester Sunday Club 

16 Saltoun* 
 

23 Yester Holy Communion. Coffee and tea after service. 

 


