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Minister’s Letter  

Do you like this time of year? The nights drawing in; grey, gloomy days interspersed 
with cold and brilliantly bright ones; nature drawn in on itself, resting, recuperating, 
gathering strength for a new burst into life when the season is right.  
 
This season of Advent can be a drawing-in for all of us, a time of waiting and 
preparation, a time of expectation. Then, the excitement and joy of Christmas and 
Hogmanay, and then the settling down into a quieter period at the beginning of the 
year. For some of us, it might be about planning and looking forward to the year 
ahead, for others about hibernating, like nature, a time for stillness and rest.  
 
While winter – especially here in Scotland – is an often dark, grey, cold and wet 
season, for me it is also a season of light. It is a season when we enjoy a warm fire, 
when we light candles, when we put up twinkly fairy lights and light up the 
Christmas tree. It is a time when we gather around a fireside, when we get cosy and 
look out for one another.  
 
Caring for one another, reaching out, spending time together, experiencing 
kindness – that’s like lighting a candle, too: it’s offering warmth and brightness. So 
often in our interactions with one another we can forget what an impact we can 
have, and that our words, our attitudes and actions can brighten someone’s day, or 
darken it.  
 
When the world feels dark enough already, it is the more vital that we do what we 
can to spread brightness, warmth and light, to help one another when we feel the 
darkness threatening to close in on us.  
 
At this time of year, we wait for Christmas, we wait to celebrate that age-old 
wisdom that the light of God’s love can overcome even the deepest darkness. And 
in that, we each have our part to play, to help it spread, to help it light up the world 
– at least as far as we can reach.  
 
I hope that the light of God’s love will shine for you in this season of Advent and 
Christmas and beyond. 
 
Have a good winter, 
Aniko 



Our Church Family 
 
Baptism  2 November 2025 Hector Alexander Wallace Campbell 

son of Fergus and Alexandra Campbell of 
Edinburgh, in Humbie Kirk 

  
Deaths  3 September 2025 Robert Burns, Haddington 
 

5 September 2025 John Burleigh, Gifford 
 
3 November 2025 Shane Duff, Suffolk (formerly Gifford) 
 
3 November 2025 Moreen Foster, Haddington (formerly 

Bolton Muir) 
   
Our thoughts and prayers are with all who mourn the loss of their loved ones. 
 
Contacts 
We have about 25 active elders, and many others who are involved in organising 
various aspects of our church life. Here are the main contacts – and we’re very 
happy to put you in touch with others if you have specific questions. 

Minister Anikó Schütz 
Bradwell 

01620 811193 

07936 042191 
AnikoSB@churchofscotland.org.uk 

The minister’s time off is usually Saturdays and Mondays.  

Session Clerks John Macfarlane 
Alex Campbell 

01875 341311 

07876 347135 

jmacfarlane9@btinternet.com 

amg.campbell@gmail.com 

Depute 
Session Clerk 
& Gift Aid 
Treasurer 

Paul Sales 07827 226135 paulsales457@btinternet.com 

Treasurer Wendy 
Ferguson 

01620 

11069          
wendyferguson.wf@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Ian Jameson 07803 893970  dianjameson@aol.com 

Newsletter David Bradwell 01620 811193  djbradwell@gmail.com 

Website and 
social media     

Cressida 
Douglas-Miller 

07789 931737 cressida@thehopesestate.com 



Christmas Eve collection     
 
Every year at the Christmas Eve Nativity 
service, we have a collection for a local 
charity. In the past years, that has 
included Remap and Macmillan Cancer 
Support. This year, our nominated charity 
is CIRCLE – www.circle.scot   
 
CIRCLE is an Edinburgh-based registered 
charity (Scottish Charity number 
SC037181) working with families who are 
facing multiple disadvantages, and 
supporting children and their parents in achieving a positive family life. They state: 
‘We believe that every child, no matter their background or circumstances should 
have the support they need to live a happy and healthy life.’  
 
If you would like to support their work, you can do so by cash or digital donation at 
the Christmas Eve service, or by using this QR code. All help is much appreciated.  
 

Foodbank uplift 
 
Thank you so much for your continued very generous support for the local 
foodbanks. For this past year, we have made donations twice a year each to East 
Lothian Foodbank and the Lammermuir Larder. All donations benefit families in our 
area, who need some extra support at this time, with the East Lothian Foodbank 
working across the county, and Lammermuir Larder in Haddington and our parish 
area. We are very grateful to Arthur who coordinates our collections and delivers all 
our donations to the foodbanks. Our next collections will be on 30th November (East 
Lothian Foodbank) and 29th March (Lammermuir Larder). 

Across  
5. goldcrest   8. shopping   9. Abba   10. Libra   11. deleted   13. atlases    
15. bells   18. Bach   19. hexagons   20. breweries 
Down  
1. cooper   2. admit   3. bragged   4. escape   6. Christmas    
7. abseiling   12. nephews   14. abhors   16. eagles   17. extra  

http://www.circle.scot/


  



Time with dogs 
 
Meet Roma, Luna and Callie! These three lovely pups 
have been coming along when we’ve met for coffees, 
teas and chats, and to spend some time with four-
legged friends. This has been particularly 
appreciated by people who have had pets in the 
past but are not able to at the moment. The pups 
are very friendly (and only slightly partial to a 
treat or two). If you’d like to meet them, please 
come along on the first Wednesday of the 
month (3rd Dec, 7th Jan, 4th Feb, 4th Mar), at 2pm 
in the Gifford Bowling Club. 
 

Flower rota 
 
We acknowledge with grateful thanks everyone who contributes to the beautiful 
flowers in Church. A new flower rota will be coming out soon. As most of our 
services now take place in Yester Church, everyone from all parts of the parish are 
welcome to contribute to flowers at Yester. If anyone would like to put their name 
down, please see Jean or Sylvia, or simply write your 
name down on the list. Thank you! 
 
 

Harvest Service 
In October we held our 
Harvest Thanksgiving 
service in Yester Church. 
Here are some of the 
photos of the decorations 
inside the Church.  



Advent and Christmas 
 
We’ve got lots planned this Advent and Christmas again, and we hope you’ll join in! 
Our Advent services take place every Sunday at 10am, with the lighting of the Advent 
candles, and guiding us through this beautiful season.  
 
Our Sunday morning nativity takes place on 14th December at 10am in Yester Church – 
please let us know asap if your (grand)children would like to take part.  
 
We’ll have Lessons and Carols on 21st December at 10am in Saltoun Church. 
 
We are also offering an Advent Service of Remembering on the afternoon of Sunday, 
14th December, at 4pm in Yester Church, for all who have lost a loved one and are 
missing them especially at this time of year, and all who find this season difficult. 
 
There’s an Advent Coffee Morning in the Session Rooms on Saturday 6th December, and 
an opportunity to sing carols with our church choir on Wednesday, 17th December at 
3pm in Yester Church. In collaboration with the Gifford Community Council, we’ll have 
Carols around the Christmas Tree on Tuesday 23rd December, 6.30pm outside Yester 
Church. 
 
Our Christmas services start with the big Christmas Eve Nativity service in Humbie 
Church, which is always such a joyful beginning to the festivities. All children are invited 
to come dressed as angels or shepherds (or sheep!) and to join in, and we’ll have a pop-
up choir rehearsing the carols before the service. Please get in touch if you’d like to 
take part. As always, the service will be followed by lovely refreshments. It’s a very busy 
service, and parking attendants will help you find a space, but please leave enough time 
and car-share where possible. Cars cannot be left on the access road to the church, to 
allow for emergency access. 
 
Later that evening, a Watchnight service takes place at 11.30pm in Saltoun Church, 
which will be led by the Rev Norman Smith, Chief Officer of the Church of Scotland. 
 
On Christmas Day, we’ll have a big Family Christmas Service at 10.30am in Yester 
Church. 
 
We’ll round off the celebrations with an end-of-year service on Sunday, 28th December 
at 10am in Yester Church, and an Epiphany service with a baptism on Sunday, 4th 
January at 10am in Humbie Church. 
  



 



Lammermuir Crossword No. 7 
   1  2  3  4    

  5           

 6          7  

8         9    

             

10      11       

     12        

13   14     15 16    

       17      

18     19        

             

  20           

             

Across 
5. Smallest bird in the UK (9) 
8. A mall is usually called a ___ centre 
in the UK (8) 
9. This popular group sang "Happy 
New Year" (4) 
10. Star sign for birthdays between 
September and October (5) 
11. Something that was removed or 
erased (7) 
13. Collections of maps in book form 
(7) 
15. John Rutter composed "All ___ in 
Paradise" (5) 
18. He composed "Air on the G String" 
(surname) (4) 
19. A six-sided figure (7) 
20. Places where beer is made (9)

Down 
1. Someone who makes wooden 
barrels (6) 
2. Confess to be true (5) 
3. Boasted (7) 
4. Steve McQueen starred in the film 
"The Great ___" (6) 
6. Bing Crosby had a white one; Elvis 
had a blue one (9) 
7. Coming down rocks or buildings 
using a rope and harness (9) 
12. Sons of one's brother or sister (7) 
14. Loathe; detest (6) 
16. These large birds could be "bald" 
or "white-tailed" (6) 
17. Additional (5) 



 
 
Some words of THANKS! 
 
We’d like to thank everyone who donated a shoe box for the Blythswood 
appeal this year. We delivered 22 boxes which have been handed over and 
will be delivered in time for Christmas. Last year Blythswood sent over 85,000 
shoeboxes with practical items such as toiletries, stationery and clothing to 
schools, hospitals and care homes in other countries – many going to people 
affected by the war in Ukraine.  
 
Secondly a big thank you to Willie Logan and to Sandy and Margo Hodge, for 
their generous donation of potatoes, they are enjoyed by all and all proceeds 
go to church funds. Margo and Sandy’s potatoes will be available at the 
Wintermarket at Humbie Village Hall on 29th November, and Willie’s – thanks 
to Liz and Jim McDougal – after the service on 30th November at Yester 
Church, at £6 a bag. 



Remembrance 
 
In November our Remembrance service, and 
in Acts of Remembrance around the parish, 
we remembered the 94 servicemen who lost 
their lives in the World Wars - 14 from Bolton, 
12 from Garvald, 27 from Gifford, 16 from 
Humbie, 8 from Morham, and 17 from East 
and West Saltoun.  
 
We were honoured to have a field cross with 
us, the first grave marker of Lt Sydney 
Macdonald from Morham, who died in 
September 1918 in France, and to be joined 
by the pipers of the ‘Pryde of East Lothian 
Pipes and Drums’, who played various tunes 
for us, including the lament ‘The Men of 
Morham’. 
 
We also heard about the Shetland Bus, a vital 
line of support for occupied Norway during 
the Second World War. Here is a picture of 
the Memorial in Scalloway, Shetland, built 
from stones brought from all the Norwegian 
home towns and villages of those who lost 
their lives in this operation. 

 
And we have a photo of the memorial crafted 
by the Humbie Hookers. 
 
In the service, we thought about how 
important it is to hold on to and work for the 
hope that a better world, a more peaceful 
world, a more loving world, is possible. 
 
 

 



 



 



 

Lammermuir Church Property Group Update 
 
Yester Kirk 
 

We are pleased to confirm that the central heating boiler upgrade in Yester 
Kirk has recently been completed, and we are looking forward to warmer 
temperatures at future services and events.  
 
There will be further work required to replace the old pipework and install 
new radiators as part of the proposed changes to the layout of the interior, 
which were detailed in the September newsletter, and are due to take place in 
2026.  
 

There have been useful comments and suggestions received following 
the details mentioned in the September newsletter, and these help to inform 
the discussions on the future changes.  
 

We are in the process of appointing a Project Manager to assist with the 
design and implementation of the changes, and the proposals will be shared 
with the church membership in due course. The proposals will then be 
submitted to the Church of Scotland General Trustees (as owners of our 
buildings) for approval.  
 

Saltoun Kirk  
 

After extensive efforts to find a buyer for Saltoun Kirk, an offer from 
a prospective purchaser has been accepted in principle and the Law 
Department are now finalizing formal acceptance and will thereafter complete 
legal formalities. It is hoped to arrange a suitable closing service 
in Saltoun Kirk in due course.  
 

Bolton Kirk  
An offer to purchase Bolton Kirk was received earlier this year, but the 
prospective purchasers have been unable to satisfy themselves that necessary 
upgrades to the building would be achievable, and they have reluctantly had 
to withdraw from the negotiations.  
 

Bolton Kirk is once again being advertised for sale.   
 



Updates will continue to be provided in future newsletters.   

 Service schedule December 2025 to March 2026 
 
Sunday Services take place at 10am, led by the Rev Anikό Schütz Bradwell 
(unless noted on the schedule). Streaming or recording available, check on the 
website for details www.lammermuirchurch.org 
 
* Services will continue at Saltoun Church until a sale has been agreed. We should 
have a sufficient notice period before that. However, should the building close before 
the publication of the next newsletter, the alternative venue for services scheduled 
there will be Yester Church. 

 

DECEMBER 

7 Humbie 2nd Sunday of Advent. Coffee and tea after service. 

14 
Yester 3rd Sunday of Advent. Nativity Service. 

Yester 4.00pm. Service of Remembering 

21 Saltoun* 
4th Sunday of Advent. Service of Lessons and Carols.  
Coffee and tea after service. 

24 
Humbie 4.00pm. Nativity Service. 

Saltoun* 11.30pm. Watchnight Service 

25 Yester 10.30am. Christmas Day Service 

28 Yester  

JANUARY 

4 Humbie Epiphany Service. Baptism. Coffee and tea after service. 

11 Yester Sunday Club 

18 Saltoun* Communion Service 

25 Yester Coffee and tea after service. 

FEBRUARY 

1 Humbie Coffee and tea after service. 

8 Yester Sunday Club 

15 Saltoun* Coffee and tea after service. 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___http:/www.lammermuirchurch.org___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOjMxZTJjNzNjMmZkOGE4ZDU3NGZmNzU5YjcwNWM3ZmUyOjY6MDYxMzpiN2FkYTJlZmI0NWUyYThkODljYWNlZTRjODUyMjgzZGY2NGU5YzQ4ODgyMWY5ZjQ4NmIyMTFhZGE4MmU5MTk2OnA6VA


22 Yester  

MARCH 

1 Humbie Coffee and tea after service. 

8 Yester Sunday Club 

15 Saltoun* Coffee and tea after service. 

22 Yester Communion Service 

29 Yester Palm Sunday. Lammermuir Larder collection. 

 
. 
 
 
 
 

Lammermuir Parish Church 
Church of Scotland 

Scottish Charity Number: SC015414 
 

www.lammermuirchurch.org 
 

 
 

Facebook facebook.com/LammermuirChurch 
YouTube – search for ‘Lammermuir Church’ 

Instagram instagram.com/lammermuirchurch 
 

Next newsletter deadline: 13 February 2026 
  



 

Humbie Community Fund Update November 2025 
 
The Humbie Community Fund is responsible for distributing funds from the 
Dun Law Extension Trust (DLX) for small scale projects and initiatives within 
the Humbie area. (Applications for larger projects should go direct to DLX). 
 
The current members of the Humbie Community Fund are Colin Lowrie 
(Chair), Richard Hancock (Treasurer), Freya Lawrie (Secretary), Margo Hodge, 
Frank Kirwan, Mark Adair, Kirsty Bailey and Stephen Cooper.  
 
We welcome Kirsty and Stephen as new additions since the last parish 
newsletter. 
 
We have supported the following requests for funding in the last six months: 

• Humbie Hookers Crochet Group for help towards cost of hiring the 
village hall 

• Lammermuir Book Group for help towards costs 

• Humbie First Responders for replacement pads for the Public Access 
Defibrillator 

• Toasty Tuesday group towards the cost of Humbie Community 
Christmas Lunch 

• Humbie Youth Community Fund towards cost of Humbie Bonfire 
Night  

• Humbie Youth Community Fund towards cost of Humbie Winter 
Market 

  
We are always looking for new applications for funding for community 
initiatives. If you would like to apply for funds or would like any more 
information please contact Freya Lawrie meiklelaw@gmail.com 
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Humbie East & West Saltoun & Bolton Community 
Council 
 
The first meeting of the new Community Council was held on Tuesday 4th 
November in Humbie Village Hall.  
 
The members from the villages are; 

East Saltoun; Mike Jeans, Danny Hunter, Robin Grenfell 
Humbie; Sharon Dirkin, Margo Hodge, Sandy Wilson 
Bolton; Vacancy 

 
Sharon Dirkin was elected Chairperson and Margo Hodge will continue as 
Treasurer. 
 
Meetings are held the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30 Next meeting is on 
2nd December in Bolton Hall.  
 
Contact details; info@humbiesaltounbolton.org or check our website. 
 

 
Burns Supper 2026 
 
The Humbie Burns Night Supper will also be held 
again in 2026 on Friday 23rd January.  

 
If there is anyone in the community who would be 

happy to volunteer to help with cooking and general 
preparation on the afternoon of Friday 23rd January 

please  could they contact Carrie by emailing Carrie.murray@live.Co.uk. 
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Toasty Tuesdays 
 
During the summer we had some great trips and great weather! Visits 
included Carolside Gardens, Earlston, Museum of Flight, The Lodge, Stobsheil 
Reservoir, and Culross in Fife. In between we did some seated Tai Chi and had 
fascinating talks from Stuart and David about the Singapore Botanics and ferns 
(who knew!).  In July we held a Family Fun Day and Duck Race at the Kirk 
Stables and walled garden, funded by Humbie Youth Fund. Over 85 came 
along and the volunteers were kept busy with afternoon teas. We also hope to 
ask back Haddington Dementia Choir who had us all joining in with their 
singing. We could not do this without the help of our volunteers and everyone 
who comes along to be our ‘’Topic of the day’’, and funding from Haddington 
and Lammermuir Area Partnership. We have now started our weekly winter 
programme. 
 
Toasty Tuesday Winter Programme Nov 2025 to January 2026 
Held in Humbie Village Hall 12.30 (unless otherwise stated) 
11th November. Lunch. Scottish Fire Brigade ‘Fire Safety & driving’ Visit from 
Fire Safety Officers. 
18th November. Rab’s Wellbeing class, then lunch. 
25th November. Lunch, Stuart Baxter ‘’My fund-raising trip to Kilimanjaro’’ 
2nd December. Christmas Lunch with Humbie Community. 12.30 for 
1.00.  Wear tinsel. Bring a favourite Christmas or winter photograph and a 
wrapped parcel up to the value of £5 
9th December. Lunch, Fiona Robb: Christmas Flowers 
16th December. ‘Christmas Party’; Fala Village Hall. Lunch 12.30 & 
Entertainment.  
23rd December. Lunch. Christmas Bingo (Great Prizes)  
30th December. Here’s to 2025…….  Musical Entertainment. 
6th January. Rab’s Wellbeing class, then lunch  
13th January. Diann Govenlock Connected Communities Manager ELC 
20th January. Lunch, ‘Frauds and Scams Workshop’. Royal Bank of Scotland  
27th January. Burns Lunch 12.30.  Sharon Montgomery will address the haggis. 
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Humbie SWI (The Rural)  
 
Members of Humbie SWI meet in the Village Hall at 7.15 for 7.30p.m. on the 
first Thursday, of each month from September to May, except for January, 
which is the second Thursday, and our annual birthday party, for members, is 
usually held in one of the many eating establishments in our area, on our 
November meeting date. All ladies are very welcome to attend meetings as 
visitors at a cost of £5.00 per meeting, which includes tea/coffee and home-
baking, as well as a strip of raffle tickets. Membership fee is currently £40 for 
the year. Each year we have a new motto, submitted by members at our AGM 
in May, as part of our monthly competitions – this year our motto is” Rooted 
in tradition, Blossoming with new ideas” (Jennifer Gordon, President). 
 
On Saturday August 16th, nine of our members embarked on an outing to 
South Queensferry, where we boarded the Maid of the Forth to take in 
the 3-bridge cruise. It was a bit windy out at sea but, with the sun 
shining, the morning was warm and the descriptive commentary very 
interesting. The 90-minute sightseeing cruise is set against the stunning 
backdrop of all three Forth Bridges and journeys towards Inchcolm 
Island. We cruised under the awe-inspiring magnitude of the Forth 
Bridge, the Forth Road Bridge and the Queensferry Crossing, with the 
enhanced commentary sharing the rich history and significance of this 
remarkable region. Back on terra firma, we had a quick look at some of 
the shops and a walk along the promenade. Then we headed to Craigie’s 
Farm Deli & Restaurant to have lunch. Catering and venue were 
excellent. A lovely day out, thanks to the organiser Julie Wightman, as 
well as to the volunteer drivers.  
 
On Saturday 30th August, a few of the members from other East Lothian 
SWIs met up for a guided walk and picnic lunch at Amisfield Walled 
Garden, just outside Haddington. Another lovely sunny day, in gardens 
that are well worth a visit. 
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Our first meeting of the 25/26 session was held on 4th September. This 
was advertised as an open meeting to encourage visitors to attend and 
find out what the SWI is all about and hopefully attract new members. 
Unfortunately, this did not materialise, but we still enjoyed mocktails, 
cocktails and nibbles, thanks to the direction of Margo Hodge and 
Sharon Montgomery. Members were then invited to concoct their own 
drinks from the many ingredients supplied by everyone. I must admit, I 
especially enjoyed the hedgehog based cocktail sticks of cheese, pickled 
onions and pineapples – a long-forgotten party treat. 
 
On 2nd October, Julie showed us how to do mono-printing, using leaves, 
paint rollers and primary paint colours. Our visitors and members all had 
great fun in making some fancy designs and the best effort on the night 
was by Catherine Davidson, our newest member.  
 
Friday 24th October was our annual fund-raiser. Again, we had Michael 
Lewis (Mastermind contestant), as quizmaster and, after an initial hiccup 
due to traffic delays, the quiz was another success. We raised the sum of 
£355 from entry money and the raffle. We had already agreed that this 
will be put towards a memorial bench for Muriel Pate for the Hall 
gardens, once the improvement works are carried out within the Hall 
area. The winning team was the Chimney Pot Fishers and the runners up 
the Sour Shillings. The booby prizes of sour apple sweets were awarded 
to the team with the lowest score, who I will not embarrass by naming 
and shaming. We seem to have hit the catering arrangements exactly 
right, with stovies and home-baked goodies. Our sincere thanks to 
everyone who donated food and raffle prizes, those who attended and 
bought raffles. It was a happy evening. However, next year, we will have 
to review the cost of entry.  
 
On a sad note, our treasurer Margaret Johnston lost her battle with 
cancer on 21st October. She will be missed by us all. Our thanks go to 
Morag Taylor, who stepped in as interim treasurer, during her illness. 
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Our 106th Birthday was held on Thursday 6th November, again at Mazzoli 
Restaurant, Haddington. The monthly competition for a home-made cracker 
containing a gift up to the value of £5.00 was won by Sheila Booker, 2nd 
Sharon Montgomery and 3rd Julie Cadzow. 
 
We held a stained-glass 
workshop on Saturday 8th 
November, when thirteen 
members and guests were 
instructed by Kate 
Henderson of Cockburn 
Halls, Ormiston, in cutting 
glass Christmas tree 
ornaments, soldering and 
decorating them. Although 
we all followed the same 
pattern, the end results were 
quite different as seen in the 
picture. This was followed by 
sweet and savoury nibbles 
teas and coffees.  
 
Local florist Fiona Robb will be demonstrating “flowers for Christmas” at our 
meeting on 4th December. Members and visitors will be advised nearer the 
time of what they need to bring to make their own arrangements. This should 
be on our facebook -page. 
 
Our January meeting will take place on the second Thursday and our 
demonstrations/talks for the remainder of the session will include basketry, 
air fryer demos, cards for Easter, Singapore botanic gardens. Our AGM in May 
w3ill be held in Humbie Kirk Stables due to the village hall being used for 
election purposes and will include a smorgasbord taste and try.  
Janice Dagg, Secretary 
daggjanice@gmail.com  
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Humbie Youth Fund Update 

The Humbie Youth Fund, which supports local young people by funding 
individual activities and community events, has had a busy few months! One 
highlight was our recent Fireworks Night—a sell-out success. Guests enjoyed 
hotdogs, mulled wine, sweet treats, and, of course, a spectacular display 
under perfect skies. 

A huge thank you to Margo and Sandy Hodge for the use of the field, and 
to The Windmill Fund, Glennon Brothers, and Digital Orchard IT for their 
generous support. We’re also grateful to all the organisers and volunteers 
who made the evening possible. Together, we raised almost £3,000 for the 
Humbie Youth Fund! 

Next Up: Humbie Winter Market 

Join us on Saturday 29th November at Humbie Village Hall from 10am–
2pm for the Winter Market. Browse gorgeous stalls for all your Christmas 
shopping needs, enjoy the Elf Café, and warm up with hearty venison stew. 

The HYF team will be running a cake stall, and we’d love donations of home 
baking from our talented local bakers. Please bring contributions to the hall 
before 10am. 

 Why It Matters 

These events aren’t just fun-they help us fund amazing opportunities for local 
young people. Recent support has included the Toastie Tuesday Fun Day and 
contributions toward a school trip earlier this year. 

 Get Involved 

If you or a young person you know would like to apply for support from the 
Humbie Youth Fund, complete the online form: 
https://forms.gle/UV2EhPKTBYpziBaY6 
For more information, visit www.humbieyouthfund.co.uk or 
email info@humbieyouthfund.co.uk. 
Humbie Youth Fund is a registered charity (SC028188). 
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Latest news from the Humbie Hub 
 
I’ll start our news with a bit about me, as I’m sure there’s a lot of speculation 
in the community. As most people know, I expressed my wish to retire and do 
all the things retired people do! (still wondering what that is) so we recently 
appointed who we thought would be my replacement, but sadly it didn’t work 
out. So, I’m back in the Hub hot seat, but only temporarily while we put the 
feelers out again and hope Mr or Mrs Right comes along soon. The role is 
ideally suited to someone local with a passion for the community. More 
information will be in the community newsletter and will be available in the 
Hub and I think maybe another article here?  
 
Thankfully, Karen Torrens is very much still involved in the Hub and is taking 
on more of the kitchen and café management.      
 
Now for the more important Hub news, we are heading into the Christmas 
madness and already filling the shop with nice gifts and foodie things. We are 
offering hampers again this year as they have proved to be very popular. Pop 
in, fill your box (small or large) and leave it with us to wrap up it up and make 
it look special!   
 
The cafe Christmas menu will be on offer from 1st December, and of course 
our home-made mince pies will be churned out by the dozen by our baker, Liz. 
Christmas cakes are made and all lined up waiting patiently to be decorated!   
 
In addition to this, our Christmas Art Exhibition this year, starting on 25 
November, is arts and crafts and will feature 15 local Artists.  Our “meet the 
artists” launch is on 29th November 4 to 6 pm when mulled wine and mince 

pies will be on offer. Don’t miss it, as it’s sure to be a cracker!  Pun 😉 !   
 
As with a lot of small businesses at this time, and in the current climate, we 
are feeling the pinch as I’m sure our customers are too, rising costs across the 
board don’t make it easy, so every little purchase helps and for this we are 
very grateful.  We do our very best to keep our prices affordable.    
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Tech Shed – if you or you know of anyone who is looking for office space, or 
just space to do what you do, our Tech Shed is available for rent.  It’s a 
fantastic space and can be offered as a whole or a shared space. If so, why not 
pop in and have a look, you will be amazed at the space and the view. There’s 
a kitchen area and a shower room included, everything you need to make 
your working day environment enjoyable. Check it out on our website 
www.humbiehub.com  
 
Talking of websites, we have a new website, designed for us by Helen 
Rawlinso make sure you check it out! 
 
The Hub flat, Keith View has availability in December, however it is booked for 
Christmas and New Year. It continues to be popular. A reminder that if you 
have friends or family coming and don’t have space, we can help 
accommodate and offer you a discount too.   
 
That’s all for now folks and all that’s left for us to say is, once again thank you 
for all your custom throughout the year and we hope you all have a lovely 
Christmas and all the very best for 2026.   
 
From Morag  
and all the Humbie Hub team  
 

Leading Humbie Hub – More Than a Job 

As many in the village and the wider area know, Humbie Hub has always been 
much more than a shop, café, and post office. It’s a meeting place, a source of 
local pride, and a small business that quietly sustains jobs, has given loads of 
kids their first steps in employment life, won awards and been central to much 
of Humbie community life  for just over a decade now. And a great place to 
exhibit and buy art! All that time Morag Taylor has been at the helm, 
welcoming folks for near and far. 
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As she is now loudly proclaiming that she wants to retire (fair enough) we 
asked her a few questions about her and The Hub. 
 
Morag , what does it mean to be the Hub’s leader? 
 
When taking on the Humbie Hub, I didn’t see it as being a leader. I saw it as a 
challenge to build a Hub for the Humbie community. It has been a journey 
that’s evolved into leading a team of about 18 now, though it is always 
changing. One thing for sure is it is not just  about running a business — it’s 
almost like keeping a big family together and always being there to help 
resolve any issues. It is important that the team know they can contact me at 
all times. 
 
What do you think makes the Hub unique? 
 
The fact that it has so many things going on under the same umbrella! One 
customer once said, “You’ve got it all here,” and I think that sums it up 
perfectly. There never a boring day! 
 
What has  been the hardest part of the job and what has been the most 
challenging moment at The Hub so far? 
 
That’s a difficult question! I think the hardest part is racing against time, 
there’s always something needing done, and never quite enough hours in the 
day. From dealing with ELC to making sure we have the flat ready for the next 
guests. 
 
What is the team like to work with? 
 
Great! Obviously it has it challenges, like most business, large or small,  but 
over the years we’ve had all sorts of people on the team, from all walks of life 
and ages.  That is one of the rewarding things about it. Currently we have 
about 18 in the team. A mixture of fulltime and part  time; slightly older and 
first jobbers. They all different!  
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What are you most proud of? 
 
So many proud things. But maybe that the Hub is still here after nigh on 12 
years! Still thriving, and still true to its original purpose; to be here for the 
community and beyond. 
 
I’m also proud that we’ve given so many young people their first step on the 
employment ladder at The Hub. One quickly sees who are the grafters who 
make a difference and who are not, but who may become grafters when they 
learn more about the importance of “work”. 
 
It also been great not only to provide a place for people to come and  be, as 
well as to shop without having to go to town. And I guess some of the other 
things we do I am pleased about. E.g. being there for people needing funeral or 
christening catering support etc. Happy and sad times, but good we are there 
for them. 
 
And I guess how we kept things going without stop during covid, including 
doing deliveries to people who needed them. The team really pulled together 
for that, with some great stars. 
 
Has it been fun running The Hub? 
 
It’s been fun and a challenge. 
 
I wouldn’t have missed it for the world. I’ve been very lucky to have had this 
chance,  but I do think it’s time for someone younger, with fresh eyes, young 
blood, to take the Hub forward into its next decade! 
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What kind of person do you think will thrive as the next Hub Manager? 
 
Someone younger than me, with more energy!  Ideally someone local who 
already knows the community, or who’d love to get to know it.  That’s really 
important. 
 
Would you recommend the job?  
 
Yes, absolutely. It is a job that is working with special people and that 
can make a difference. 
 
And what do you plan to do afterwards? 
 
I’ll stay involved in the background and on the board, but my next goal is to use 
our caravan more and spend time with my two little border terriers, Meg and 
Lizzie, maybe should mention the old dog too (the husband Tom)  of course, 
not forgetting our grandsons before they grow up, as time flies past.    I also 
plan to do more fitness work,  mainly to help my bad knee , and generally look 
after my health.  
 
Morag, who has led the Hub since its beginnings, will be stepping back soon, 
and we owe her huge thanks for everything she has built.  
 
As she prepares to hand over the baton, we’re looking for someone who 
shares that same spirit of teamwork, creativity, and care for the community. 
 
Could that be you, or someone you know? Please spread the word. And if you 
know someone ask then to contact lindaflockhart@gmail.com or call her on 
07801631084 
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